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Please note: Ashley Lyons (a doctoral student in the ECIS program) will be co-teaching our class.  Ashley will be responsible for facilitating group activities, delivering content, answering questions, providing feedback and helping to grade assignments.  Her e-mail address is anlyons@kent.edu.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course introduces participants to student exceptionalities, service delivery/placement options, and the multidisciplinary team process. Its main focus is on identification of characteristics (as well as similarities/differences of those without exceptionalities), and definition and identification procedures of students with exceptionalities. Topics include the history of special education, legislation, effects of exceptionality, and current issues. General principles and practices of inclusive education as well as implications for teaching and learning in differentiated classrooms are also addressed.  
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The goal of this class is to introduce students to the developmental learning and behavioral characteristics of persons with exceptionalities, as well as to educational and community services that are provided for them.  Class meetings will focus on specific disabilities (e.g., mental retardation, learning disabilities, physical disabilities, emotional and behavioral disorders, communication disorders, deafness, blindness) or on giftedness in relation to their definitions, prevalence, characteristics, and service options.  The history of the field, the impact of disability on families and society, and current issues in exceptionalities will also be discussed.  Specific attention will be devoted to the following objectives (please note that the following are not fully specified instructional objectives): 
Teacher candidates are expected to:

· articulate current and historic foundations, legal issues and mandates, theories, and philosophies of special education as well as overviews of current issues; 

· demonstrate an understanding of definitions, identification procedures, causes, and prevalence of specific exceptionalities; 

· demonstrate an understanding of the continuum of placement options and service delivery models for students with exceptionalities, especially in relation to general education; 

· demonstrate an understanding and knowledge of the similarities and differences in cognitive, physical, cultural, social, emotional needs among students with and without exceptionalities and the implications of those for education and living; 

· demonstrate an understanding and knowledge of etiological factors and differential characteristics of students with exceptionalities and the educational implications of these characteristics; 

· present the effects exceptional conditions may have on an individual’s life, including interpersonal relationships, social/emotional aspects, psychological factors, intellectual functioning, and language development; and

· articulate various strategies for differentiating curriculum, instruction, assessment and classroom learning environments. 

LOGISTICS
Office Hours: I will hold office hours via Skype on Mondays, from 2-4 p.m. and at other times when an appointment is scheduled and has been confirmed.  My Skype account is in andrea.simms.adderley- add me.  If you don’t have Skype already, visit http://www.skype.com/intl/en/get-skype/ and download it to your computer.  We can video conference, engage in a conference call or we can text chat.
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It will be important that you e-mail me at least two days in advance to propose a day and time to meet with me.  The appointment will be confirmed via a reply to your e-mail.  If you must cancel an appointment for any reason, e-mail and call me on 330-389-4908.  This number is only to be used to cancel an appointment.  Leave a message on my voicemail if I am not available to answer your call.  I expect all other communication face to face during office hours, before class, during class, after class, or via e-mail at asimms1@kent.edu.  

You can meet with me most class days before or after class time. I am also available for most short questions via e-mail.  However, questions that require a lengthy response or explanation should be discussed in person.  If you anticipate needing only a short reply, please don’t hesitate to use e-mail as you will probably have your question answered quickly that way.  When you send me a message, please place a reference to the course in the Subject line (e.g., Intro Question).  Because of internet virus issues, messages that are not recognized as course-relevant will be deleted without being opened.  All messages containing questions will receive a response.  If you do not get a response within 48 hours during the work week, it is your responsibility to re-send the message. 

The University requires students to utilize their kent.edu e-mail account, as this is the route for all official communication, including course communication.  Students are responsible for checking this account in a timely manner and are responsible for all materials and information contained in messages sent to this account. There is a process for forwarding your kent.edu e-mail to another account. Check the WebCT Help Website (http://helpdesk.kent.edu) for details.
Due Dates: All assignments are due on the dates specified in the Calendar section of this syllabus. Hand-in assignments will be collected at the start of the class meeting and assignments that are late (beginning after collected in class), will lose 10% of available points for each 24-hour period late. The assignments that you complete are evaluations that allow you to demonstrate your understanding of the material in a format other than traditional examinations.  Under no circumstances may assignments be turned in a second time for re-evaluation.  If at any time you are feeling overwhelmed please see me right away.  Do not wait until the due date of an assignment- that is just too late.

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, representing the work of others as your own and not providing full and correct credit/citations for the work of others. It is important to note that copying materials from other students, authors, or the World Wide Web, and pasting them into your work without permission or full citations, will result in the assignment not being accepted for credit.  As you begin or continue to develop scholarly skills, please understand that honest learning mistakes are accepted, but deliberate cheating or fraud will not be accepted.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you are not sure about how to appropriately cite the work of others or how to incorporate your review of literature into your own products.

Please visit the following websites to learn more about plagiarism and how to avoid it.

http://sja.ucdavis.edu/avoid.htm
http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/Plagiarism.pdf**

http://www.library.kent.edu/plagiarism/bibliography.html
http://www.siec.k12.in.us/~west/online/copy.htm
Please review KSU's policy on cheating and plagiarism.
http://docwhiz.educ.kent.edu/digscap.html#scap
For a copy of KSU's digest of rules see the following:
http://docwhiz.educ.kent.edu/digtoc.html
**Note: This website also has tips on how to paraphrase to avoid plagiarism.
Students with Disabilities:  Kent State University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can thrive.  Following is the policy of Kent State University on this issue: 
University policy 3342-3-18 requires that students with disabilities be provided reasonable 
accommodations to ensure their equal access to course content. If you have a documented disability and require accommodations, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to make arrangements for necessary classroom adjustments. Please note, you must first verify your eligibility for these through Student Accessibility Services (contact 330-672-3391 or visit www.kent.edu/sds for more information on registration procedures). 
Once you have verified your eligibility for services through Student Accessibility Services, please contact me as soon as possible to discuss the options for reasonable accommodations to support your learning in this class. You must discuss with me accommodations you need prior to assignment due dates.
Registration Requirement:  University policy requires all students to be officially registered in each course they are attending. Students who are not officially registered for this course by published deadlines should not be attending classes and will not receive credit or a grade for the course. Each student must confirm enrollment by checking his/her course schedule (using Student Tools in FlashFast) prior to the deadline indicated. Registration errors must be corrected prior to the deadline. 

Class Disruptions: I expect that students respect the right of others in the classroom to learn.  If a student is disruptive to class procedures, I will take actions outlined in section 3342-4-17 of the University Policy Manual. These actions include possible suspension or dismissal from the class. Additionally, the following statement comes from the Special Education Program in order to meet student disposition standards set forth by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE): 

“Teachers, and teachers in training, should have a professional, considerate, and accepting attitude. Those candidates displaying attitudes that include poor interpersonal skills, lack of initiative, or lack of enthusiasm… can expect to be notified, counseled and have a remediation plan developed. If the remediation plan is not successfully completed, the candidate will not receive a positive recommendation for a teaching license.”
Textbook and Supplements: I expect students to be prepared for each class session by completing the readings and other assigned activities required for it.  You will be provided with the topics that will be covered each week.  These topics are covered in two particular textbooks, one of which you should secure for use throughout this course: 

Exceptional Learners: An Introduction to Special Education by Daniel P. Hallahan, James M. Kauffman and Paige C. Pullen.  
Special Education in Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality by Richard M. Gargiulo (3rd edition) 
You may use either text.
In this course we will use a collaborative space in Moodle.  Moodle is an open source course management system. Features include discussion threads, e-mail, course calendar, and course content.  Class information including syllabus, description of assignments, weekly PowerPoints, supplemental readings, tips, and related links will be posted within Moodle.  Our class will access Moodle through Amvonet.  You can obtain desired course information using any Internet browser and going to http://kent.amvonet.com and logging onto the Intro to Exceptionalities- Spring 2011 shared space.  You will be provided with a user name and password so that you are able to log in.
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The video selections for the course are drawn from a variety of sources, but links will be posted in Moodle.  Additionally, I will place copies of slides that I will use during class lectures on the course website in Moodle.  Because of copyright restrictions, you do not have permission to save these slides to your computer. You may only print a copy from the course website for educational use.  You are responsible for printing the appropriate information for each class meeting. Having the slides will allow you to spend more time listening and interacting during class. These slides will also help you organize your reading of each chapter in the text.  If you need detailed instructions about how to print the slides or how to print in handout mode, click here or you can go to the following web address:            


       http://portfolio.educ.kent.edu/daltone/webct/PrintingPowerpointPresentation.htm
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REQUIREMENTS
In addition to being prepared for and attending class meetings, there are SEVEN requirements for this course. For each out-of-class assignment, your response must be typed and, where necessary, adhere to APA stylistic guidelines. Each requirement is described and deadlines are identified in the course Calendar.
1) Attendance and Participation: You are expected to attend every class of the semester. 
A critical aspect of any learning experience is the active and sustained participation by the learner. Each student will be expected to participate fully in all course activities.  Participation is generally defined as working consistently, independently, and as a collaborative team member. Participation is also defined as being responsive by attending to the diverse or individual learning styles of other members and listening actively during group discussions and presentations.  Lastly, participation is defined as being supportive of all other participants, the course instructor, and guest presenters by encouraging critical thinking and diverse ideas.

Participation will be evaluated in terms of how actively students participate in class sessions.

Examples of active participation include listening, commenting, asking follow-up questions, working collaboratively, sharing resources/ideas, providing solutions, and engaging in
discussion.  
Participation will also be evaluated in terms of readiness to discuss issues related to class topics.

Participants demonstrate readiness by conducting internet searches, reading supplemental or

recommended readings, and/or talking to community experts.  Evidence of being ready for class

will come in the form of one’s ability to answer questions, provide brief summaries and solutions

during discussions, and/or provide examples and resources to share with other class members.
2) Reaction Papers: Weekly discussions and reflections will be prompted by questions, statements, scenarios, videos and assigned readings.  You will be required to submit typed written responses that will guide our in-class discussions. Your response should be one page in length for each prompt and will be graded on clarity and accuracy.  
Reaction Papers will be handed in at the beginning of class on the morning that each is due (Due dates are in the Calendar section of this syllabus.  Each student is expected to be present and to hand in his/her paper in class during the time of collection.  Discussion questions will be answered or discussed immediately after collection.  Therefore, under no circumstances would reaction papers be accepted for grading after the class meeting in which it was due.  In sum, make sure that you are prepared, present and on time for class.
3) Field Experience:  The purpose of the field experience is to provide you with an opportunity to interact with persons with disabilities, their families, and/or professionals.   There are three options for fulfilling this requirement.

OPTION 1- Observation of a SPED student or group of students
Two clock hours should be devoted to this task.  There are no specified places (e.g., schools, agencies, group homes) or activities (e.g., observation, interview) identified for the field experience component, but the contact with those persons and those places and activities should be decided based on local community availability. 

OPTION 2- Investigation of assistive equipment and technology 

 (For students without access to SPED students for observation)

Two clock hours should be devoted to this task.  Try to gather as much information as possible and consider the benefits for students with disabilities and teachers and parents of students with disabilities.  You may explore the following links as a starting point.  
Apple Accessibility Page
Apps for iPhone, iTouch and iPad for SPED
iPhone, iPad and iPod touch Apps for (Special) Education 

OPTION 3- Video Observation

(For students without access to SPED students for observation)

Videos can be viewed to meet the field requirement.   Here are a number of video resources for each disability that can be retrieved by clicking on the links.  You will need to do 2 hours of “observing”.
· General Special Education
· Parents & Families
· Developmental or Intellectual Disabilities
· Learning Disabilities
· ADHD
· Emotional or Behavioral Disorders
· Autism Spectrum Disorders
· Speech & Language Impairments
· Hearing Impairments
· Vision Impairments
· Physical, Health & Low-incidence Disabilities
· Gifted & Talented
You are expected to complete and hand in a 3-5 page field experience reflection.  A rubric for each field experience option is attached to this syllabus.
4) SPED Poster Presentation: You will conduct an investigation into one aspect of special education, or related services and present your findings in an electronic poster. The purpose of this assignment is to gain in-depth knowledge in one area of concern and to present it in a meaningful way to others. You may work in teams of two or individually on this assignment. If you choose to work in teams, the team score will be awarded to both members of the team.  
You can go to this website to download a template that you can edit to create a poster of your own: http://www.makesigns.com/SciPosters_Templates.aspx
There are two options for presenting your poster.  Option 1: You may present face to face. Option 2:  You may use Jing to create a screen cast.  Go to http://www.techsmith.com/download/jing/ to download the free version of Jing that allows you to record for 5 minutes.  Face to face presentations and screen casts are limited to 5 minutes.  If you choose option two, make sure that you copy and paste the link to your screen cast directly from your web browser to a word document.  Attach the word document to an e-mail with the subject (Your name) Poster Presentation Screen Cast.  Again, my e-mail address is asimms1@kent.edu.
You will create a Poster and a Brochure- both of which you will e-mail to me.  The brochure should be copied and made available for your classmates on the day that the presentations are due.  A rubric for the SPED Poster Presentation is attached to this syllabus.
5) Group Presentation on an Exceptionality: You will be assigned to a five-member group to provide an in depth presentation of techniques that can be used to promote learning or interaction by students/persons with a particular disability or exceptionality.  You can accumulate this information from any source (e.g., published research article, teaching article, presentations at conferences, blog postings, information from other classes – but do not rely heavily on the textbook content and never use it as a sole source for your information).  

Please be creative and try to make the presentation interactive.  In the group presentation you may use any combination of PowerPoint, PREZI, charts, role play, video, music, etc.   However, be sure to include the following:
1.  The title of the presentation and the names of group members.

2.  An introduction where you explain the importance and relevance of your topic.

3.  A section of the presentation that directly and thoroughly addresses the topic.

4.  An explanation of what you learned in particular that will be useful in your classroom/profession (this can be relative to group members).

5.  A pamphlet or brochure summarizing the content presented including a listing of all        references (paper, electronic, URLs).
6.   NOTE:  Each group is required to submit a brief report of the role, responsibilities and actual participation of each group member.  This report in addition to my observations during the presentation will determine the grade for each student in each group.  Please notify me right away if any group member is not pulling his/her weight.
A rubric for the group presentation is attached to this syllabus.
6) Midterm Examination: There will be a midterm examination.  The midterm examination will refer only to material that has been assigned or discussed in class prior to examination day.  The format of the examination will be objective; however, the questions will be of an applied nature. The midterm exam will cover information presented through in-class videos and guest speakers, as well as the text and class lectures.
7) Final Examination:  There will be a final examination.  The final examination will cover material that has been assigned or discussed in class during the second half of the course (since the midterm examination). However, because the second half of the course is based upon and applies the concepts that will have been presented during the first half of the course, some overlap must be expected. The format of the final examination will also be objective and the questions will be of an applied nature. The final examination will cover information presented through in-class videos and guest speakers, as well as the text and class lectures.
Please Note: 
All assignments are due on the dates specified in this syllabus. Assignments (other than the discussion questions) that are one day late (1 minute past due time until 11:59 pm on that date) will lose 10% of available points.  Each additional day late will result in the loss of 10% of the available points until the assignment is handed in or worth zero points.  If an assignment is returned to you for any reason (e.g., hand written) the penalty for late work will begin to accrue. The assignments that you complete outside of class are “tests” that allow you to demonstrate your understanding of the material in a format other than traditional examinations.  Under no circumstances may assignments be turned in a second time to add points to an assignment if the grade earned is less than desired or anticipated. 
GRADING
Final grades for the course will be assigned according to the policies of the College of Education. I shall determine these grades by considering the performance of individuals on each of the required tasks.  The contribution of each activity to a student's final grade is outlined as follows: 

Activity Contribution

Attendance and Participation 5% 

Reaction Papers- 15%
Field Experience 2 hours- 15% 
SPED Poster Presentation & Pamphlet 15% 

Exceptionality Group Presentation 15%
Midterm 15% 

Final 20%
Following, I list the percentages required to earn particular grades. Your final percent will be determined using a whole number created by rounding any decimal in the following manner: 0.00 to 0.44 will round down to the nearest whole percent, while 0.45 to 0.99 will round up to the nearest whole percent. I reserve the option of adjusting the scale to make it correspond to breaks that occur in the distribution of scores. If I adjust it, however, I shall only make the scale less stringent (i.e., any change in it will be to your benefit). 

	Grade & Percent Required
	Grade & Percent Required


	A
	100-95%
	  C+
	79-77%

	 A-
	94-90%
	C
	76-73%

	  B+
	89-87%
	 C-
	72-70%

	B
	86-83%
	  D+
	69-67%

	 B-
	82-80%
	D
	66-63%

	
	
	F
	62-0%


CALENDAR

Class meetings will be structured so that the majority of time will be devoted to discussion of the topics for the week.  The following outline describes the class meetings for each time the class comes together.  

	Class Date
	Topics and Assignments

	Week 1
January 10
	· Topics: Introduction to the Course; 

             The Syllabus; 

             Exceptionality and Special Education in Context 

· Reading: Chapter 1- Hallahan, Kauffman & Pullen
                     or
Reading: Chapter 1- Gargiulo



	Week 2
January 17
	NO CLASS- MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY

	Week 3

January 24
	· Topic: The Syllabus cont.;
           Sign up for Poster Presentation Topics and Group Topics
           Integration, Inclusion, and Support;

           Cultural and Linguistic Diversity and Exceptionality
· Reading: Chapters 2 & 3- Hallahan, Kauffman & Pullen
                                  or 

Reading: Chapters 2 & 3- Gargiulo
Reaction Paper 1 (DUE): 
1) Look up and explain the concept of Universal Design.

2) List four examples of universal design in your environment. 
3) Watch the video from the University of Colorado at http://accessproject.colostate.edu/udl/video/media/480x360.asx
4) Denote any reactions that you have to the video.  
5) Explain the concept of Universal Design for Learning and how it can be used to meet the principles of teaching.  
6) Limit your response to one page.
Reaction Paper 2 (DUE): 

Consider this scenario:
Juanita is a student in your class.  Her native language is Spanish.  Juanita and her family moved to America two years ago, and within that time, she has not been successful in learning English fluently.  She is vibrant, outgoing and always willing to participate in class, but her grades are low and do not seem to reflect the gains that you observe.
Being mindful of the grade level and subject area you intend to teach, answer the following questions:

· What are some challenges that Juanita might face in school?  

· What are Juanita’s primary educational needs?

· What are some actions that you can take to facilitate these needs? 

· In what ways would Juanita’s situation be similar to a student in your class who is deaf; in what ways would it be different?

· Should Juanita be placed in Special Education?  Why or why not?



	Week 4

January 31
	· Topic: The Syllabus cont.;
           Sign up for Poster Presentation and Group Topics cont.;
          Parents and Families
          Learners with Intellectual Disabilities
· Reading: Chapters 4 & 5- Hallahan, Kauffman & Pullen
                                  or 

Reading: Chapters 4 & 5- Gargiulo
Reaction Paper 3 (DUE): 

Respond to one of the two statements below.  State whether you agree or disagree with the statement and why.  Support your opinion with facts from the text and/or other credible sources.  Provide in text and end of text citations APA style.  Your response should be no more than one page in length.

Statement 1: Siblings are not generally impacted by the birth of or living with a brother or sister with disabilities as they can go on with their lives while the mother and father deal with the needs of the child with the disability.

Statement 2: Families that don't actively carry out school developed programming at home are preventing teachers from being successful with students in their classes.
Reaction Paper 4 (DUE): 
View the following videos that showcase individuals with intellectual disabilities: 

* Dreams 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_-P4t2jR1g&feature=related
* Laughing Baby http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQ6OzKmz9c8&feature=related
 * Up Syndrome http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tTBSUPM_3U&feature=related
How do these videos demonstrate issues related to the inclusion of individuals with intellectual disabilities? What surprised you about what you saw in these videos? Limit your response to one page.
Outline of Poster (DUE):  

You should know your topic, have begun researching your topic, and have created an outline or a “shell” of the poster that includes broad headings, some content, and graphics that you wish to include.  Ask any final questions about the requirements for this assignment.  You have four weeks until the Poster Presentation assignment is due.


	Week 5

February 7
	· Topic: Learners with Learning Disabilities
            Learners with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorders;
· Sign up for Field Experience Option 1, 2, or 3
· Reading: Chapter 6 & 7- Hallahan, Kauffman & Pullen
                                     or

Reading: Chapter 6 & 7- Gargiulo

Reaction Paper 5 (DUE): 
PBS published a special documentary on Learning Disabilities called Misunderstood Minds. At their website, http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds/, you will find links that provide simulation activities in the areas of attention, reading, writing, and mathematics (links are on the left side of the main frame on the home page).  Complete the simulation activities and discuss what you learned from trying these simulations.  Limit your response to one page.
Poster Near Completion (DUE): 
Your poster should be near completion.  This is a prompt that the final products (poster and brochure) are due in three weeks.  You should be putting on finishing touches and making final edits to your poster.  Remember that you to still have the brochure to complete.

	Week 6

February 14
	· Topic: Learners with Emotional or Behavioral Disorders
           Learners with Communication Disorders
· Midterm Review

· Reading: Chapters 8 & 9- Hallahan, Kauffman & Pullen
                                     or

Reading: Chapters 8 & 10- Gargiulo

Reaction Paper 6 (DUE):

View the video clip at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xZ_fOQgTado&feature=related. What is the truth the makers of the video wanted you to understand? What do you think they mean about standing up? Limit your response to one page.
Reaction Paper 7 (DUE):
Watch the video clips at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bwuavbKe7U&feature=fvw and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lf7yU7-C4WA&NR=1.  These children have been diagnosed with apraxia. In your own words, explain what apraxia is and then explain why it would be important to intervene with young children who have apraxia now instead of waiting to see if they will grow out of the communication problems they are displaying. Limit your response to one page. 

(If you’d like to see an older child with apraxia, watch 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lf7yU7-C4WA&NR=1).
Poster Presentation Brochure Near Completion (DUE):  

Your poster should be completed.  I don’t want to see it yet.  This is a prompt that the final products (poster and brochure) are due in two weeks.  You should be putting on finishing touches on your brochure and practicing your 5 minute presentation.  
· Field Experience time frame begins.  If you have not done so already, this is a prompt for you to conduct observations, assistive technology investigations or video viewing within the next two weeks.  Field Experience reflections are due on March 7th.


	Week 7

February 21
	MID TERM EXAM

· First and Final Indication of Mode of Presentation for the Screen cast.
· Groups Get Together

· You should be creating your screen cast in Jing.  Remember that you must e-mail your screen cast to me BEFORE class (on February 28th 2011) if you take the screen cast option.  All posters and brochures should be e-mailed to me by 11:59 p.m. next week.  Please send ONE e-mail ONLY for this assignment!  The poster and brochure should be attached to one e-mail with the appropriate description in the “subject”.  Only people who are doing screen casts should send two e-mails.  The screen cast should be sent separately but labeled appropriately and least 10 minutes before next week’s class begins.  Please flag all screen cast submission e-mails as IMPORTANT.  Remember to bring copies of your brochure to class for distribution whether you are presenting face to face or via screen cast.

	Week 8

February 28
	· Topic: SPED Poster Presentations- Remember… 5minutes ONLY!
*Poster Presentations (DUE):  

All posters and brochures should be e-mailed to me by 11:59 p.m. TONIGHT.
You should be in the process of typing up your Field Experience Reflection.  It is due next week!



	Week 9

March 7
	· Topic: SPED Poster Presentations- Remember… 5minutes ONLY!
· Groups Get Together

*Field Experience Reflections (DUE)
Your reflection should be 3-5 pages in length.  


	Week 10

March 14
	Groups Get Together 

(You may meet in class at class time, online, or any other appropriate meeting place- but on this day you MUST meet). 


	Week 11

March 21
	NO CLASS- SPRING RECESS
RELAX and HAVE SOME FUN!


	Week 12

March 28
	· Topic: Learners with Hearing Impairments;
                         Learners with Blindness or Low Vision
· Groups Get Together

· Reading: Chapters 10 & 11-  Hallahan, Kauffman & Pullen
                      or

Reading: Chapters 11 & 12- Gargiulo

Reaction Paper 8 (DUE):
Go to www.d-pan.com, click on Video Gallery, and watch John Mayer’s “Waiting on the World” and Christina Aguilera’s “Beautiful”. Then go to http://vimeo.com/10876120 and watch the cast of Glee perform “Imagine” by John Lennon.  As you watch, look for images that would be associated with issues that have been important in Deaf culture. Describe the images and their association, as well as the impact the videos had on you. What was the big message? Limit your response to one page.


	Week 13

April 4
	· Topic: Learners with Autism Spectrum Disorders;

                         Learners with Physical Disabilities, Health Disabilities, and           
            Related Low-Incidence Disabilities
· Reading: Chapters 12, 13 &14-  Hallahan, Kauffman & Pullen
                     or

Reading: Chapters 9 &13- Gargiulo

Reaction Paper 9 (DUE):
View the film Autism Every Day at the following site (you can watch the 13-minutes version or the longer one) http://www.autismspeaks.org/sponsoredevents/autism_every_day.php
Describe three considerations of parenting a child with autism that you did not think of until viewing this video. Limit your response to one page.



	Week 14

April 11
	Topic: Learners with Special Gifts and Talents

            Transition- Guess Presenter 

·  Reading: Chapter 15-  Hallahan, Kauffman & Pullen
                     or

Reading: Chapter 14- Gargiulo

· Groups Get Together- Group Presentations Start Next Week!
Reaction Paper 10 (DUE):
Respond the statement below.  State whether you agree or disagree with the statement and why.  Support your opinion with facts from the text and/or other credible sources.  Provide in text and end of text citations APA style.  Your response should be no more than one page in length.
“Gifted students and their parents are just whiners.  Just because there is no mandate to do anything but count them is no big deal.  After all, they are more talented and smarter than everyone else, they'll be just fine.”


	Week 15

April 18
	*Exceptionality Group Presentations (DUE)
Please present the brief report of the role, responsibilities and actual participation of each group member to me just before you begin your presentation.  Additionally, ONE member of each group must e-mail the group’s PowerPoint, PREZI, Video, Audio etc. by 11:59 p.m. TONIGHT.


	Week 16

April 25
	*Exceptionality Group Presentations Cont. 
· Review for Final Exam


	FRIDAY May 6 
	FINAL EXAMINATION
3:15-5:30 p.m. RM- TBA (TENTATIVE)


Tips for Completing Assignments 
In responding to your weekly tasks, field observation, and poster presentation assignments, you may use all the resources available to you (e.g., the text, professional literature, internet resources). Although you may refer to all of your resources, you may not copy information. Under all circumstances, you are bound by the Kent State University’s policies on academic dishonesty and cheating. Any act of plagiarism, no matter how seemingly small or inconsequential, will result in an “F” in the course and possible dismissal from the University. 

Your work does not need to be lengthy, but it should directly address the question and be thorough.  For example, in answering questions about your observations, you may present poor, adequate, or excellent responses. (Certainly, you could present inaccurate and/or incomplete responses; those will result in a failing grade in the same way a poor response would.) The following distinguishes these different levels of responses: 

Poor Response: A poor response would simply answer the question in broad, general ways. When asked what you observed during your field visit, responding with, “I saw students with learning disabilities in the classroom” does not provide me an adequate understanding of what you observed. Although it directly responded to the question, it did not provide a discussion that would allow me to understand what occurred during your visit. Poor responses will earn grade equivalents of low Cs or Ds. 

Adequate Response: An adequate response would provide a more specific description of what was observed during the field visit. Moreover, a connection between what was observed and what is being learned in the class would be presented. 
“I saw students with learning disabilities in the classroom. The students were being taught by a regular education classroom teacher while a special education teacher moved about the room providing support to several students. The type of arrangement I thought was occurring was a team-teaching approach, as discussed in the Hallahan and Kauffman (2006) textbook.” 
Additionally, citations for the information presented would be noted. Adequate responses will earn grade equivalents of high Bs or Cs.
Excellent Response: An excellent response would include all of the aspects of an adequate response, but would expand beyond the question.  For example, an excellent response may more thoroughly address the question and continue by elaborating on what was observed. 
“I saw students with learning disabilities in the classroom. The students were being taught by a regular education classroom teacher while a special education teacher moved about the room providing support to several students. The type of arrangement I thought was occurring was a team-teaching approach, as discussed in the Hallahan and Kauffman (2006) textbook. The students responded to both teachers in the classroom. Before I began the observation, the special education teacher pointed out the students with learning disabilities, but the teacher worked with other students, too. It was interesting to note how hard it was to tell the difference between the students with LD and those who did not have LD. If the teacher did not tell me, I would not have known who was identified.” 
Excellent responses will earn grade equivalents of As.
· All assignments and tests are out of 100 possible points.  To find out your percentage points from each assignment, multiply the total number of points earned by the total possible percentage points and divide that product by 100.  
For example: If Shayne scores 83 on the SPED Poster Presentation assignment, to find the percentage points towards her final grade she could work it out like this:

83 x 15 = 1245 

1245 ÷ 100 = 12.45% 

If she scores 92 on the final exam, to find the percentage points towards her final grade she could work it out like this:
92 x 20 = 1840

1840 ÷ 100 = 18.40%

Percentage points total to reflect a students’ final grade.
Name:

Reaction Papers - SPED 23000
Possible points- (100=15%) 

	Paper 1- On time.  Excellent, thorough, cohesive response given.  Paper has little or no grammatical errors.   The student has addressed the question thoughtfully.
	10

	Paper 2- On time.  Excellent, thorough, cohesive response given.  Paper has little or no grammatical errors.   The student has addressed the question thoughtfully.
	10

	Paper 3- On time.  Excellent, thorough, cohesive response given.  Paper has little or no grammatical errors.   The student has addressed the question thoughtfully.
	10

	Paper 4- On time.  Excellent, thorough, cohesive response given.  Paper has little or no grammatical errors.   The student has addressed the question thoughtfully.
	10

	Paper 5- On time.  Excellent, thorough, cohesive response given.  Paper has little or no grammatical errors.   The student has addressed the question thoughtfully.
	10

	Paper 6- On time.  Excellent, thorough, cohesive response given.  Paper has little or no grammatical errors.   The student has addressed the question thoughtfully.
	10

	Paper 7- On time.  Excellent, thorough, cohesive response given.  Paper has little or no grammatical errors.   The student has addressed the question thoughtfully.
	10

	Paper 8- On time.  Excellent, thorough, cohesive response given.  Paper has little or no grammatical errors.   The student has addressed the question thoughtfully.
	10

	Paper 9- On time.  Excellent, thorough, cohesive response given.  Paper has little or no grammatical errors.   The student has addressed the question thoughtfully.
	10

	Paper 10- On time.  Excellent, thorough, cohesive response given.  Paper has little or no grammatical errors.   The student has addressed the question thoughtfully.
	10


Name:

Field Experience Component - SPED 23000
Points Possible (100=15%)

OPTION 1- Observation of a SPED student or group of students
Instructions:  Copy, paste, and save this template as a Word file.  Use the template to document the Field component of this class.  You should type accurate, comprehensive and thoughtful responses and reflections into the template in the appropriate cells.  Submit no more than five pages.
	What type of SPED students did you observe (e.g., deaf, gifted)?  Give a thorough description of the students.
	

	How old were the students?
	

	What things were they learning?
	

	Were there students in the environment who did not have disabilities and, if so, how many?
	

	Were the parents involved in the program (even if they weren’t there but did things to support learning at home)?
	

	Did you see challenging behaviors in the environment and, if so, what kinds did you see?
	

	Did any of the students have sensory impairments of any kind (e.g., glasses, hearing aids)?
	

	Were any of the students taking any medications and, if so, why were they prescribed (e.g., behavioral, diabetic, epilepsy)?
	

	Did any of the students have physical challenges, and if so, did they impact the activities that you were observing?  What was done to assist with this challenge?
	

	Would you like to teach in a similar environment and why?  How will you use this experience to guide your future practice? 
	

	What surprised you? 
	

	What was the most important thing you learned? About persons with disabilities? About yourself? About services provided for persons with disabilities? 
	


Name:

Field Experience Component - SPED 23000
Points Possible (100=15%)
OPTION 2- Investigation of Assistive Equipment and Technology 

 (For students without access to SPED students for observation)

Instructions:  Copy, paste, and save this template as a Word file.  Use the template to document the Field component of this class.  You should type accurate, comprehensive and thoughtful responses and reflections into the template in the appropriate cells.  Submit no more than five pages.

	Thoroughly describe the assistive equipment or technology investigated.  Include details of origin/creation if possible.
	

	What costs are associated with use of this equipment or technology?
	

	This equipment or technology would best serve what types of people?  Be specific.
	

	Can parents and or teachers benefit from use of this technology?  In what ways?  
	

	Specifically and comprehensively describe how the equipment or technology can be use to enhance lessons for students with disabilities in the classroom.
	

	Did you find any specific examples (video or otherwise) in which this equipment was used successfully to improve learning or instruction?  Please describe and cite.
	

	Would you like to use this equipment or technology in your teaching? Why or why not?  How will you use it?
	

	What surprised you?
	

	What was the most important thing you learned? About persons with disabilities? About yourself? About services provided for persons with disabilities?
	


Name:

Field Experience Component - SPED 23000 

Points Possible (100=15%)
OPTION 3- Video Observation

(For students without access to SPED students for observation)

Instructions:  Copy, paste, and save this template as a Word file.  Use the template to document the Field component of this class.  You should type accurate, comprehensive and thoughtful responses and reflections into the template in the appropriate cells.  Please copy and paste the template as many times as needed to accommodate each video in which you conducted “observation”.  In other words, fill out a table for EACH video.  Submit no more than five pages for this assignment.
	Record the URL for the video.
	

	What was the title of the video and what was the major focus?
	

	What kinds of students, teachers, professionals or disabilities did the video focus on?
	

	What did you learn from the video?
	

	Did anything surprise you?  If so, what and why?
	

	Would you recommend the video for viewing by others?  Who and Why?
	


RUBRIC

Field Experience Component - SPED 23000
OPTIONS 1, 2 & 3- Points Possible (100=15%)
Excellent Responses: 100-95 (A); 94-90 (A-)
Adequate Responses: 89-87 (B+); 86-83 (B); 82-80 (B-)
Poor Responses: 79-77 (C+); 76-73 (C); 72-70 (C-); 69-67 (D+); 66-63 (D)

Incomplete and or Inaccurate Responses: 62- 0 (F)

Name(s):

SPED Poster Presentation - SPED 23000
Points Possible- (100) 

	Done electronically; final product is one slide in PowerPoint.
	5

	Layout, graphics, headings and subheadings make for a professional look.
	5

	Content is accurate, summarized in bullet form and well presented with readable fonts and color schemes.  All information is relevant to the topic and well organized.
	30

	Conclusions and recommendations are included and insightful.
	10

	Sources are listed in APA format.
	5

	The brochure is informative, attractive and includes quick tips (if appropriate).  Copies were made available for most (if not all) students in the class.  
	20

	Screen cast or face to face presentation did not exceed the 5minute time frame, but was a brief summary of the research process and findings related to the topic.  A professional tone was used.  The student was articulate. 
	15

	The end products (poster and brochure) were well done and error free.
	10


Topics for SPED Poster Presentation
IDEA

Evaluation

IEP Process

Assessment

Inclusion

Self-determination

Co-teaching

Cooperative Learning

Accommodations and

    Adaptations

Curricular and Instructional

    Strategies

Positive Behavioral Support

Communication between

    Families and Professionals

Sibling Relationships

Parent Advocacy

Early Intervention

Deaf Culture

Multicultural Special Ed

Transition

Compacting

Enrichment

Direct Instruction

Orientation and Mobility 

   Training

PALS-Peer Assisted 

   Learning Strategies

ClassWide Peer Tutoring

Mnemonics

Assistive Technology

Adaptive Physical Education

Post Secondary Options

Speech Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Physical Therapy

Social Stories

Learning Disabilities

Responsiveness to 

    Intervention

Cochlear Implants

Picture Exchange

   Communication Systems

Universal Design

Tactile Maps

ADHD Medications

Functional Behavioral 

   Assessment

DISTAR

Professional Organizations

Augmentative or

   Alternative

  Communication

Name(s):
Exceptionality Group Presentation - SPED 23000
Points Possible- (100=15%) 

	The group’s PowerPoint, Video, Audio, PREZI presentation etc. is well done, professional, readable/audible and instructionally appealing.   It is evident that the group was creative, resourceful and comprehensive.  Content is accurate.  All information is relevant to the topic and well organized.
	30

	Group members were knowledgeable about the content presented.  They demonstrated an ability to answer questions posed by the instructor or their classmates.  The presentation was cohesive and everyone knew what to do and say at appropriate or assigned times.  Members were supportive of one another.
	15

	The presentation was very interactive.  The group did more than lecture.  They got the class involved and maintained a level of enthusiasm about the topic that transferred into other activities during the presentation.  The group presented informational brochures for members of the class. 
	20

	The group used multiple sources for information and examples including experts in the field, videos, journal articles, etc. References are cited in APA format.
	15

	Conclusions and recommendations are included and insightful.
	10

	The presentation did not exceed the 20 minute time frame, but was a thorough presentation of the research process, findings, conclusions and recommendations related to the topic.  A professional tone was used.  Group members were articulate.  A member of the group presented me with a brief report of the roles, responsibilities and actual participation of each group member.
	10


Office Hours: Mondays at 2-4 p.m.


E-mail me to make an appointment: asimms1@kent.edu


To cancel appointments (only), call: 


330-389-4908











Instructor: Andréa Simms-Adderley 


Class Time: Mondays 11 a.m. – 1:45p.m.


Building: White Hall


Room: 207


Mailbox: 405 White Hall








